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dangerous drivers across state lines. Finally,
TEA 21 preserves national size and weight
limits on big trucks.

While we should be proud of the giant steps
forward that we have taken in ISTEA and TEA
21, we must also recognize that we have to
build upon its framework if we are to solve the
enormous transportation problems that we
face today. We must begin thinking now about
the successor to TEA 21 and the future of our
surface transportation system.

Our best hope for dealing with the difficult,
complex transportation problems that increas-
ing travel demand creates is to channel our
creativity toward continuing to develop innova-
tive approaches to relieve congestion and pro-
tect the environment, leverage our federal in-
vestment, and improve safety. As Albert Ein-
stein once said, ‘‘We can’t solve problems by
using the same kind of thinking we used when
we created them.’’

One way to relieve our congestion is to de-
velop alternative modes of transportation. To
relieve our congested highways, we do not
need to develop new technology from
scratch—we can begin by merely looking
across the oceans.

To the West, we see the Japanese high
speed rail system, the Shinkansen. Traveling
to and from Tokyo and Osaka at speeds of up
to 170 miles per hour, 250 million passengers
a year sense the innovation, comfort and pro-
ductivity of the ‘‘bullet’’ train. To our East, we
see the French Train à Grand Vitesse (TGV),
the German ICE, the Spanish Thalys, and the
international Eurostar—all high-speed trains
connecting the great cities of Europe. Today,
we can ride high-speed trains from Paris to
London but not from Chicago to Minneapolis.
We can ride on a maglev prototype in Bre-
men, Germany, or Yamanashi, Japan, but not
in Washington, D.C. or New York.

TEA 21 provides the opportunity for states
and localities to establish high-speed ground
transportation in the United States: it reauthor-
izes the Swift Act; continues a modest pro-
gram for development of high-speed corridors;
and specifically authorizes $1 billion for mag-
netic levitation over five years. The innovative
finance programs of TEA 21 are also a source
of funding for these high-speed projects.

Let me close by emphasizing the impor-
tance of safety as an overriding objective of
our surface transportation system of the 21st
Century. In 1997 alone, 42,000 people were
killed and an additional 3.3 million people
were injured in motor vehicle accidents on our
nation’s highways.

I believe that as our technical capabilities
improve early in the next century, these ap-
palling statistics will become simply unaccept-
able. Americans will demand a safer system.
Last year, not a single person died as a result
of a U.S. scheduled airline accident. As we
look to the future, we should establish the
same goal for surface transportation.

Although the legacy of the surface transpor-
tation system of the 21st Century is far off, we
have begun the journey of writing that legacy
here and now. ISTEA and TEA 21 have set
the framework for the beginning of the new
century. Nevertheless, we must continue to
develop innovative solutions if we are to over-
come our nation’s many transportation prob-
lems.

One hundreds years ago, it was difficult to
envision the Interstate system. Yet don’t forget
there were a few cartographers in the Office of

Road Inquiry who had developed a national
map of roads, laying the foundation for devel-
opment of the Interstate system. Let us hope
that there are a few mapmakers among us
and that we begin to lay the foundation of the
surface transportation system of the coming
century.
f
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, in a time of new R&B artists and
young rap and hip-hop stars, Jonnie Taylor is
an R&B artist whose music keeps up with, and
even moves ahead of many of today’s young
artists. His soulful songs like ‘‘Who’s Making
Love’’ and albums like ‘‘Good Love’’ have in-
fluenced many artists.

His successful career as an R&B artist
spans three decades, and where many
present-day artists move from record label to
record label, Mr. Taylor has been an example
of commitment and consistency by recording
exclusively for Malaco Records for the past
ten years. Jackson, Mississippi, the head-
quarters for the label is tremendously proud of
his accomplishments and contributions to the
world of music. I join many of the constituents
of the 30th Congressional District of Texas, a
district that boasts a huge Jonnie Taylor fol-
lowing, in sharing that pride with the people of
Jackson and Malaco Records.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Taylor is a rare breed of
R&B artist that has been able to produce al-
bums and songs that instantly receive tremen-
dous sales and airplay on radio stations
throughout the country.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Taylor was recently hon-
ored by the Rhythm and Blues Foundation at
their Seventh Annual R&B Pioneer Awards
Ceremony in Hollywood. This honor effectively
puts Mr. Taylor in the esteemed company of
the Isley Brothers, Bo Diddley, Bobby
Womack and other pioneer R&B artists.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Taylor’s work ethic, com-
mitment to R&B and love for entertainment,
have paved the way for many of today’s new
artists. In fact, many will tell you that Mr. Tay-
lor had a tremendous influence on their ca-
reers. I would like to wish him continued suc-
cess.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

168, had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘Yea.’’
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to recognize Mr. Roger Matlock upon

his retirement from the Mariposa County Sher-
iff’s Department as Sheriff-Coroner. Roger re-
ceived a tile plaque from the County of
Mariposa California commemorating his long-
time service.

Roger has dedicated thirty-two years to law
enforcement. He first served for twenty years
as a Highway Patrol Officer. On August 1,
1986 he took office as the newly elected Sher-
iff-Coroner.

While fulfilling his duties as Sheriff-Coroner,
Roger made numerous unselfish contributions
to the community working with citizens, organi-
zations, County and government agencies. A
few of Roger’s accomplishments and contribu-
tions are as follows: effectively administered
Sheriff’s Department programs, successfully
upgraded the Mariposa County Sheriff’s Office
with the latest technology for both administra-
tive and field operations; through his leader-
ship, accomplished the financing and con-
struction for a new Sheriff’s Administration
building and a new modern Adult Detention
Facility, developed a number of community-
based law enforcement programs which have
more than 160 citizen volunteer participants,
began the SCOPE program, bicycle patrol,
twenty-four hour patrol, the Investigation Divi-
sion, enhanced the Search Rescue Program,
Posse and Reserves, and improved the Ani-
mal Control and Constable function which
merged with the Sheriff’s Department.

Roger also found time to be an active mem-
ber of the Lion’s, serving as President and as-
sisting with special barbeque meals for sen-
iors. He was a Little League coach, is active
with church activities and enjoys spending
time with his family and traveling with his wife
Becky.

Mr. Speaker, Roger Matlock was a tremen-
dous asset to Mariposa County, and his serv-
ices will be greatly missed. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Mr. Matlock
many more years of continued success in his
retirement.
f
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Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
tend my best wishes for a joyous and heartfelt
75th birthday celebration to Ms. Aretta F.
Holloman on this very special day. Ms.
Holloman was born on June 14, 1922, in
Goldsboro, NC, and has resided in Wash-
ington, DC, for the past 48 years.

Mr. Speaker, it has always been my belief
that we owe much to our senior citizens who
labored to pave a smoother path of life for us
to follow; this is especially relevant in Ms.
Holloman’s instance. She is referred to as ‘‘a
pillar’’ in the Northwest Community because
she has done so much for so many. She has
fed the homeless and has been a true mother
for many homeless and neglected children.
She has single-handedly counseled, encour-
aged and persuaded troubled youth to seek a
different and more productive way of life.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Holloman has tutored at
John F. Cook, a Washington, DC, neighbor-
hood school. For many years she has been
engaged in missionary work where she has
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